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MESSAGE 
 
 
Occasion  : Morning Worship 
Date  : March 6, 2016 
 
TITLE  : WHAT WE NEED TO RECOGNIZE AS A NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
Text/s  : 
 
John 15:1-5 
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. 
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible reading : 
 
John 15 
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me. 
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned. 
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, 
and abide in his love. 
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you 
friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it 
you. 
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 
18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 
21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. 
22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. 
23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 
24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have 
they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 
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25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me 
without a cause. 
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 
27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning. 
KJV 
 
Song/s  : 
 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
There are many things that we need to understand as an Ekklesia, as a New Testament Church of the Lord 
Jesus. 
 
The challenge among many Christians in churches is that of being able to understand that they are a church.  
They simply attend but refuse to be identified as part of the body. 
 
Of all things we need to understand is what we are as an Ekklesia.  In understanding what we are, we come 
to terms with what we should do and accomplish.  We come to terms with what we need to put as our 
priorities.  We know what we prove. 
 
2 Cor 13:5 
5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how 
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 
KJV 
 
What do we need to recognize? 
 
Recognitions that we should have as a Work of the Lord 
 
 
A) We cannot do without Christ (the Vine), the Father (the Husbandman or Vinedresser) and the 

Comforter (Spirit of Truth) 
 
John 15:1-2 
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
KJV 
 
John 15:26 
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 
KJV 
 
Col 1:16-19 
16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and 
for him: 
17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in 
all things he might have the preeminence. 
19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 
KJV 
 
Rom 1:7 



3 
 

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:3 
3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 1:2 
2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Gal 1:3 
3 Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:2 
2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Phil 1:2 
2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:2 
2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:1 
1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father 
and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
KJV 
 
 

B) We cannot do without His Word 
 
John 15:3-8 
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned. 
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
KJV 
 
 

C) We cannot do without the security in His love 
 
John 15:9-12 
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in his love. 
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be 
full. 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 



4 
 

KJV 
 
Rom 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:28 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 
KJV 
 
1 John 4:16-21 
16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in 
love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, 
so are we in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love. 
19 We love him, because he first loved us. 
20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 
21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. 
KJV 
 
 

D) We cannot do without His purpose in us 
 
John 15:13-17 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you. 
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 
KJV 
 
Matt 11:19 
19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, 
a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:28-30 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
KJV 
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E) We cannot do without understanding our relationship with the world. 

 
John 15:18-25 
18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 
21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent 
me. 
22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their 
sin. 
23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 
24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now 
have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 
25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me 
without a cause. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:31-34 
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things? 
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
KJV 
 
 

F) We cannot do without the work of the Spirit in us. 
 
John 15:26-27 
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 
27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning. 
KJV 
 
John 14:26 
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 
KJV 
 
John 14:16-17 
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever; 
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
KJV 
 
Luke 24:49 
49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye 
be endued with power from on high. 
KJV 
 
John 16:7-14 
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 
8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 
9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 
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10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 
11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
KJV 
 
John 6:63 
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:26-27 
26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 2:14 
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
KJV 
 
Acts 1:8 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
KJV 
 
 
Matt 28:19-20 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
KJV 
 
 
 


